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OVERVIEW OF THE 
ASSOCIATION 
 

The Saskatchewan Library Trustees' Association (SLTA) is a voluntary association of library trustees from 
across the province that have joined together in their dedication to help provide library services that 
will meet the needs of Saskatchewan people and thereby improve their quality of life. SLTA was 
established in 1967, made its first annual brief to the Minister in 1968, and was incorporated under 
provincial law in 1969. 

 
SLTA represents 2,500 trustees representing libraries throughout Saskatchewan, in northern hamlets, 
rural communities, as well as towns and cities. All persons in Saskatchewan may access the 
information in these libraries, in whatever media they are provided, without a user fee. Resource-
sharing and co-operation are the fundamental strengths of what is called SaskatchewanΩs "one 
province" library system ς a system that is the envy of the country. 

 
Municipal public libraries exist in Regina, Saskatoon and Prince Albert. The seven regional library 
systems in southern Saskatchewan are Chinook, Lakeland, Palliser, Parkland, Southeast, Wapiti and 
Wheatland. The northern part of the province is served by the Pahkisimon Nuye?áh Library. 

 
SLTA strives to: 
 

Á promote and foster the development of libraries and library services in Saskatchewan; 
Á provide for the exchange of ideas and experiences among the library board members 

through conferences and library publications; 

Á assist members by understanding their responsibilities as library trustees; 
Á cooperate with associations of library trustees outside the province; 
Á seek improvements and foster necessary changes in the legislation affecting    

      Saskatchewan libraries; 
Á work in close cooperation with the Saskatchewan Library Association. 
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tw9{L59b¢Ω{ w9thw¢ 
 

Fellow Trustees: 

The sky is falling!  Southeast Region has informed the SLTA that they are 

taking a leave for 2019. There is a good possibility that they will withdraw in 

2020.   

Now, it is my impression that the SLTA was formed to advocate for the 

Provincial Public Library systems. It was believed that there is strength in 

numbers.  One very important activity for the SLTA is to prepare a brief to be presented to the 

appropriate ministry to secure adequate funding and to raise any concerns. Recently, the SLTA has 

encouraged input from the public which was very successful in getting the attention of the Ministry. We 

have also sponsored writing contests and developed modules for trustee professional development. 

 The structure of the SLTA is very simple.  The seven regions, the municipal systems and the North each 

choose one representative to sit on the SLTA Executive. It is assumed that these representatives are 

bringing forth their Systems concerns and ideas for advocacy. Is there a disconnect?  Are the Systems 

telling their representatives what they want? Are the representatives invited to report at each Executive 

Board table? Do the SLTA representatives report at the Annual Meeting of the systems? A suggestion 

has been made that the SLTA host a meeting of the systems Presidents. Any ideas about that?   

Back to the Southeast Region, their representative has served the longest on the SLTA Executive. She is 

passionate about libraries and is very articulate. She had the full attention of the Minister in our last 

presentation. A very positive influence in the SLTA, she promoted new ideas, encouraged appropriate 

activity and was the treasurer for many years. I fail to see how the absence of this person on the SLTA 

Executive could serve any useful purpose. On the contrary, she will be sorely missed. Her absence does 

not help our advocacy role.   

The finances of the SLTA are also very simple. Each system provides a grant based on number of trustees 

and the population according to the last census. When a system withdraws that not only means the loss 

of ideas, but also the loss of income. It is unlikely that the SLTA can do more with less. 

In 2017, the sky did fall.  When the province cut 58% of their funding, one of the main groups to rise to 

the occasion was our Directors. Their swift action of stopping inter-municipal library loans brought an 

immediate response from the public. While other groups also got involved in a very significant way, I 

feel the quick action of the Directors had the most impact.  

hƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΣ ά²ƻǳƭŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ Řƻ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŎǘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴŜΚέ ά5ƻŜǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƳƻǊŜΚέ ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ {[¢! ōŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΚέ  
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LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΦ hǳǊ !nnual Meeting 

is May 4, 2019 and your representative should know the feelings on this matter. 

Sharon Armstrong 

President 

SLTA 
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AGENDA ς ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING  

Estevan Room, Hilton Garden Inn Downtown, Saskatoon, SK, Friday, May 3, 2019,  
9:30 am to 10:00 am 

 

1. Call to Order by the President (Sharon Armstrong, Parkland) 

 
1.1 Welcoming Remarks 

1.2 Approval of Agenda 

1.3 Appointment of Parliamentarian 

 
2. Approval of the Minutes of 2017 AGM Held May 5, 2018 
 
3. Business Arising From Minutes 

 
4. Reports 

 
4.1 Library System Reports Question Period 

Written reports are contained in the AGM booklet with respect to each of the 
library systems and this time will be available for questions from the floor 
directed to any of the systems and their representatives: 
Chinook (Gail Beuhler)  
Lakeland (Dennis Taylor)  
Parkland (Sharon Armstrong)  
PNLS (Lorna Black) 
Saskatoon (Lisa Erickson)  
Wapiti (Leslee Serack)  
Wheatland (Steven Allen) 

4.2 Multitype Library Board and Provincial Library & Literacy Office (Alison Hopkins) 
 

5. Financial Report 
 

5.1 Review Engagement Report and Financial Statements 
5.2 2019 Budget 
5.3 Appointment of Accounting Firm for Financial Review for 2019 

 
6. Resolutions Committee (Vice-President Dennis Taylor, Lakeland) 
   
 7. Nominations Committee (Vice-President Dennis Taylor, Lakeland) 

8. Election of President and Vice-President 

 
8.1 President 
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8.2 Vice-President 

 
9. Other Business 

 
10. Adjournment 
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MINUTES ς ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

May 4, 2018, Swift Current Room, Doubletree Hotel, Regina, SK 

 
1. Call to Order 
 
The 2018 Annual General meeting was held at the Doubletree Hotel and Convention Centre in 
Regina and was called to order at 9:40 am by President Lorna Black (PNLS). 

 
1.1 Welcoming Remarks 

 
President Lorna Black (PNLS) welcomed everyone to the 2018 AGM. 
 
1.2 Approval of Agenda 
 
Motion:  Moved by Dennis Taylor (Lakeland), seconded by Steven Allen (Wheatland) that 
the agenda be adopted. 

 Motion carried. 
 
1.3 Appointment of Parliamentarian 
 
Motion:  Moved by, Treasurer Donna Hartley (Southeast) seconded by Dennis Taylor 
(Lakeland) that Leslee Serack (Wapiti) be appointed Parliamentarian. 

 Motion carried. 
 
2.  Approval of the Minutes of the 2017 AGM Held May 5h, 2017 in Elkridge. 
 
Motion: Moved by Treasurer Donna Hartley (Southeast), seconded by Dennis Taylor 
(Lakeland) that the minutes be adopted.   

Motion carried. 
 
3.  Business Arising From the Minutes 
 
None. 
 
4.  Reports 
 
4.1 Library System Reports Question Period 
 
The Library System Reports were presented in the Annual Report. 
 
Chinook (Gail Beuhler) 
Lakeland (Dennis Taylor) 
Parkland (Sharon Armstrong) 
PNLS () 
Saskatoon () 
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Southeast (Donna Hartley) 
Wapiti (Leslee Serack) 
Wheatland (Steven Allen) 
 
4.2 Multitype Library Board and Provincial Library & Literacy Office (Sandra 
MacArthur/Alison Hopkins, Provincial Library and Literacy Office) 
 
The Provincial Library & Literacy Office Report was presented in the Annual Report.  
 
Motion: Moved by Vice-President Sharon Armstrong (Parkland), seconded by Dianne 
Sander to receive and file all reports. 
 Motion carried. 
 
5.  Financial Report (Treasurer Donna Hartley, Southeast) 
 
Treasurer Donna Hartley (Southeast) presented the Financial Report. 
 
5.1 Review Engagement Report and Financial Statements 
 
The Financial Statements were reviewed.  
 
Motion: Moved by Treasurer Donna Hartley (Southeast), seconded by Vice-President 
Sharon Armstrong (Parkland) to receive the 2017 financial review. 
 Motion carried. 
 
5.2 2018 Budget 
 
The 2018 budget was reviewed.  
 
Motion: Moved by Treasurer Donna Hartley (Southeast), seconded by Leslee Serack 
(Wapiti) to receive the 2018 budget. 
 Motion carried. 
 
5.3 Appointment of Accounting Firm for Financial Review for 2018 
 
Motion: Moved by Treasurer Donna Hartley (Southeast), seconded by Dennis Taylor 
(Lakeland) that the SLTA appoint GWO Bookkeeping Service to complete the 2018 
Financial Review. 
 Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer Donna Hartley (Southeast) thanked Executive Director Nancy Kennedy for all her 
hard work. 
 
6. Resolutions Committee (Vice-President Sharon Armstrong, Parkland) 
  
 No resolutions were received other than the following bylaw changes. 
 
Motion: Moved by Treasurer Donna Hartley (Southeast), seconded by Dennis Taylor 
(Lakeland) that item 1.4 Institutional Membership be removed from SLTA Bylaws. 
 Motion carried. 
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Motion: Moved by Treasurer Donna Hartley (Southeast), seconded by Leslee Serack 
(Wapiti) that ñor institutionò be added after ñresidentò on item 1.2 SLTA Bylaws. 
 Motion carried. 
 
Motion: Moved by Treasurer Donna Hartley (Southeast), seconded by Michael Morrow 
(Chinook) that ñby their systemò be removed from item 1.1. 
 Motion carried. 
 
Motion: Moved by Leslee Serack (Wapiti), seconded by Steven Allen (Wheatland) that 
ñSystem MembershipðThe seven regional Library Systems, the Pahkisimon Nuye?ah 
Library System and the municipal library systems are eligible to appoint or elect a 
member to the Saskatchewan Library Trustees Association Executive upon payment of 
their annual membership fees. (Voting member)ò be added to SLTA Bylaws as item 1.1. 
 Motion carried. 
 

Motion: Moved by Dennis Taylor (Lakeland), second by Treasurer Donna Hartley 
(Southeast) that ñitò in item 2.5 be changed to read ñthe executiveò. 

 Motion carried. 

  
President Lorna Black introduced Darlene Morin as the new PNLS SLTA representative. 
 
7.  Nominations Committee (Dennis Taylor, Lakeland) 
 
Vice-President Sharon Armstrong (Parkland) has put her name forth for President. There were 
no nominations for Vice-President. 
  
8.  Election of President and Vice-President (Dennis Taylor, Lakeland) 

 
8.1 President 

 
Motion: Dennis Taylor (Lakeland) nominated Vice-President Sharon Armstrong 
(Parkland) for the position of President. 
 
Motion: Moved by Treasurer Donna Hartley (Southeast), seconded by Steven Allen 
(Wheatland) that nominations cease. 
 Motion carried. 
 
Vice-President Sharon Armstrong (Parkland) is elected President.  
 
8.2 Vice-President 
 
Motion: Gail Beuhler (Chinook) nominated Dennis Taylor (Lakeland) for the position of 
Vice-President. 
 
Motion: Moved by Dianne Sander (Southeast), seconded by Treasurer Donna Hartley 
(Southeast) that nominations cease. 
 Motion carried. 
Dennis Taylor (Lakeland) is elected Vice-President. 
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9.  Other Business 
 
President Sharon Armstrong (Parkland) thanked Lorna Black (PNLS) for all her efforts on SLTA, 
wished her well and hoped she is back on SLTA one day. 
 
Lorna Black (PNLS) congratulated President Sharon Armstrong (Parkland) and Vice-President 
Dennis Taylor (Lakeland) on their election wins. Lorna Black (PNLS) expressed her gratitude to 
STLA and stated it was an honour to be on the board. 
 
10. Adjournment 
 
Motion: Moved by Past-President Lorna Black (PNLS), seconded by Gail Beuhler 
(Chinook) that the AGM adjourn at 10:20 am. 
 Motion carried. 
 
 
2018 AGM Attendees 
 
Trustees: 
Dennis Taylor, Lakeland 
Donna Hartley, Southeast 
Leslee Serack, Wapiti 
Gail Beuhler, Chinook 
Sharon Armstrong, Parkland 
Lorna Black, PNLS 
Steven Allen, Wheatland 
Darlene Morin, PNLS 
Chris Halkett, PNLS 
Dianne Sander, Southeast 
Marriette McCallum, PNLS 
 
Guests: 
Kate-Lee Nolin (Southeast) 
Kim Hebig (Wheatland) 
Darrell Yates (Lakeland) 
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SYSTEM REPORTS ς CHINOOK 
REGIONAL LIBRARY 
 
Looking back on 2018, Chinook Regional Library had a wonderful year.  A highlight of the 2018 was a 

very generous bequest from the estate of Dorothy Saunderson of Vanguard, SK for the Chinook Regional 

Library.   For 29 years, Dorothy Saunderson served on various public library boards in the Chinook region 

and around the province.  Dorothy Saunderson persistently lobbied for public libraries in rural 

communities throughout southwest Saskatchewan. In the 1960s, a local reeve told her that there was no 

need for rural public libraries because local farmers were far too busy to spend their time reading! 

Fortunately, Dorothy ignored that bit of advice.  

5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ {ŀǳƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ /Ƙƛƴƻƻƪ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ {[¢! ŦǊƻƳ мффо ǳƴǘƛƭ нлллΦ  {ƘŜ 

was elected President and served as Treasurer of SLTA.  In recognition of her distinguished record in 

regional library development in rural Saskatchewan, SLTA awarded Dorothy Saunderson an honorary life 

membership in 2001.   

5ƻǊƻǘƘȅΩǎ ōŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ /Ƙƛƴƻƻƪ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ-long passion for public libraries and will 

help to make Chinook public libraries even more vibrant in the future.  Here are some more highlights of 

2018 in the Chinook region: 

The registration of 1,238 new patrons fueled an increase in circulation in Swift Current and 25 of our 30 

branches!  This is despite the logistics of most of our small rural branches only being open a few hours 

per week, last year our region circulated 300,900 items, including 40,075 ebooks.   

Throughout the year, our branches were busy weeding out their old books, mostly adult fiction, to make 

more room for their new books.  We repurpose as many weeded books as we can.  Swift Current branch 

holds an annual book sale in the fall.  Large print books are always popular in local nursing homes.  

Discarded books also make their way into local book nooks around Swift Current.  

Book clubs and author readings are very popular events in our region.  We are grateful for the funding 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴ ²ǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛƭŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ hƴŜ 

Book, One Province annual book tours.   

TD Summer Reading Club activities for children were held at 18 branches, with 356 more participants 

ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊƻōƻǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŀƪŜǊǎǇŀŎŜ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ  ¢ŜƪŜȅƭŀ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǊ ōǊƛƴƎǎ 

entertainment with litŜǊŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƭŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇǳǇǇŜǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ 

round.  
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In partnership with the Southwest Literacy committee, School Readiness Kits are distributed to children 

starting Kindergarten in the region.  Last year, a new collectioƴ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ 

purchased specifically for Gravelbourg, Ponteix and Swift Current branches.   

In closing, on behalf of everyone at Chinook Regional Library, we would like to thank Gail Beuhler from 

Frontier, SK, who has been Chinook ReƎƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ {[¢! ŦǊƻƳ нллт ǘƻ нлмфΦ [ƛƪŜ 

Dorothy Saunderson, Gail is also passionate about rural public libraries, and has helped to strengthen 

and improve the network of rural libraries in southwest Saskatchewan which were established by 

Dorothy Saunderson.  
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SYSTEM REPORTS ς LAKELAND 
LIBRARY REGION 
 

Lakeland Library Region had a great year.  Under the new management of Caroline 

Popadick, the North Battleford Public Library saw a major infrastructure investment 

through the unwavering commitment of the City of North Battleford, whose capital works 

projects in 2018 included a facelift of the entire library plaza ɀ an extension of its ongoing 

downtown rejuvenation project.  The short-term interruption saw predictably modest 

reductions in visitor traffic and circulation; overall, however, the story for the Region was 

positive. 

Though physical circulation decreased slightly over 2017, total borrowing throughout the 

Region increased by over 5%, driven primarily by investment in digital resources.  While 

traditional print lending continues to be the resource of choice, digital resource investment 

yielded a very healthy return.  In 2017, roughly one out of every eight items enjoyed was 

digital ɀ compared to one in five for 2018. 

Programming also saw significant gains in 2018, seeing an overall increase in programs 

held by 20%, with attendance throughout the region increasing by over 40%.  As a signing 

member of the Strategic Alliance and a proponent of reconciliation in action, it was both a 

privilege and honor to be the host region for Saskatchewan Aboriginal Storytelling month 

in February.  Including the launch, Lakeland Library Region (whose branches are on Treaty 

6 territory) hosted 27 events, attracting over 2,600 attendees.  10% of our 2018 program 

attendance can be attributed to storytelling events throughout the region.  Thanks are 

extended to our two primary storytellers Lyndon Tootoosis (Poundmaker) and Darwin 

Atcheynum (Sweetgrass). Programming attendance was also improved through the 

concerted efforts of our dedicated staff.  Lakeland held nearly 2,000 programs throughout 

the region in 2018.  Besides traditional story time and book club staples, innovative 

programs included yoga, trivia nights, movie nights, and the increasingly popular mobile 

playground, offered through our collaboration with Rivers West District for Sport, Culture 

and Recreation. 

Looking forward to 2019 and beyond, the Province demonstrated its commitment to 

libraries through the public library consultation process and a modest improvement to 

funding.  Though the welcome projected increase was a long-time coming, boundary 

realignment and other mitigating factors could, potentially, absorb any gains made. 

Thanks are expressed to the public for their continued outpouring of support, to the 
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trustees for their commitment and dedication, to the member municipalities for their 

continued support, and to all the staff throughout the Lakeland Library Region ɀ our 2018 

gains would not have been possible without you. 
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SYSTEM REPORTS - PNLS 
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SYSTEM REPORTS ς PARKLAND 
REGIONAL LIBRARY 
 
 
Parkland Regional Library had another successful year in 2018! We circulated over 293,465          
materials amongst our branches and our website views and hits continue to soar. HOOPLA was our most 
popular resource where our patrons have access to movies, audiobooks, e-books, music and graphic 
novels. Our music streaming service from Freegal is another very popular e-resource for our patrons. 
 
Parkland Regional Library hosted over 1177 programs in our branches with 17,891 patrons in         
attendance! 
 
We expanded our makerspace collection in 2018 and it continues to be popular with our branch staff 
who use it for programming. We will continue to add to that collection in 2019.We purchased public 
performance rights to several movies which were shown in the branches and Movie Day in the Library is 
becoming a popular event for in-service days. 
 
We purchased a collection of VOX readers and they have been extremely popular with our families with 
young children in contributing to their early literacy. We will continue to expand this collection. 
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    SYSTEM REPORTS ς 
SASKATOON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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SYSTEM REPORTS ς 
SOUTHEAST REGIONAL 
LIBRARY 
 

We began the year by hosting strategic planning meetings throughout the region in February and 

March. Each session had productive discussions about our vision, direction and the future of our library 

region. At our semi-annual Fall meeting, Trustees approved our 2019-2021 strategic plan. The need for 

promotions and marketing was strongly communicated to us and we began working with Jessica Paul of 

Blossom Communications to create a marketing plan for the region. Please take the time to visit our 

social media platforms including our YouTube channel to view informative videos about our wonderful 

library region.  

 

Two new branch managers were hired at Southeast Regional Library. Lucas Reid came to us from 

Newfoundland in May 2018 to manage the Estevan Public Library. In October, Matthew Rankin 

relocated from northern Ontario to manage the Weyburn Public Library. As both managers become 

more familiar in their roles, I look forward to seeing how they make their mark with library services in 

their branches. In other branch news, in 2018 we changed our format for branch workshops. Instead of 

branch librarians meeting in Weyburn twice a year, the spring workshops were mini-workshops that 

were held throughout the region between April and May. The feedback on these smaller, more intimate 

workshops have been very positive and as funding will allow, we hope to continue this format in 2019.  

 

The Saskatchewan Ministry of Education provided Southeast with funding to initiate a pilot project to 

develop a Summer Reading Program on First Nations in order to develop best practices around offering 

Summer Reading Clubs on First Nations Reserves in Saskatchewan. Cowessess, Ocean Man, and Pasqua 

First Nations assisted us with this initiative which helped our branch staff develop and build 

relationships with band members.  

 

Throughout the year Southeast continued to work with other library regions in the province. In early 

нлму {L[{ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ {ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀǇǇΗ Keeping on trend with digital literacy, library 

patrons arŜ ƴƻǿ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ {ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΩ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

SILS app. Patrons can search the library catalogue, place holds, and renew items from this fast, easy to 

use app on their mobile device. Currently, the app is accessed by over 700 patrons per day, a number 

that is growing each month. Southeast attended the SUMA and SARM conventions with other regional 

library systems. A booth was set-up at the tradeshow and Library Directors were astounded by the 

positive feedback and interest in the provinces public libraries.  
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As we head into another year, I am excited about the direction Southeast Regional Library is 

ǘŀƪƛƴƎΦ LΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǊŜƧǳǾŜƴŀǘƛƴƎ 

Southeast Regional Library. We will always celebrate the joy of reading, providing equal access to 

information in all its forms however continue to watch for new and innovate technologies and 

services at our branches in 2019. 
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SYSTEM REPORTS ς WAPITI 
REGIONAL LIBRARY 
 
2018 was a year of immensely positive change for the Wapiti Regional Library. With the exit of the City 

of Prince Albert and the John M. Cuelenaere Public Library from the region, Wapiti is finally able to focus 

on the libraries and communities that contribute positively and productively to the regional library 

system, and that renewed focus is paying off in our communities. 

The partnership between Wapiti Regional Library and the Ministry of the Economy that maintains 

Labour Market Services Job Search Resources Centres at the Nipawin Public Library (4 years) and the 

aŜƭŦƻǊǘ tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ όн ȅŜŀǊǎύΦ ²ŀǇƛǘƛΩǎ Wƻō {ŜŀǊŎƘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ [ŀōƻǳǊ aŀǊƪŜǘ 

Service sites that are located in Saskatchewan public libraries. They not only provide a great resource to 

job seekers in Nipawin, Melfort, and the surrounding areas, but also provide valuable services to small 

businesses and new Canadians. The Job Search Resource Centres build upon the foundation that public 

ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ άƧƻō ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ 

economic well-being. 

2018 also saw Wapiti ramp up efforts to provide valuable public legal information for people in the 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭŜad from the Ministry of Justice and University of Saskatchewan 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ [ŀǿ {![L ό{ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴ !ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ [ŜƎŀƭ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴύ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ²ŀǇƛǘƛΩǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ǿƛŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

In 20мрΣ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǇƛǘƛ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ 

priority, with initial efforts directed toward creating and maintaining centralised programming resources 

that could be scheduled and shipped out to Wapiti branches for programs and events. Over the last few 

years, programming opportunities for our communities have skyrocketed, with particular focus on some 

underserved communities in our region. What began in 2015 with technology programs and training for 

seniors, thanks to a Federal New Horizons for Seniors grant, has expanded to increased programming 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ²ŀǇƛǘƛΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ-growing emphasis on STEAM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) materials and programming. 

In partnership with other Saskatchewan regional libraries, Wapiti participated in the 2018 SUMA 

(Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities Association) and SARM (Saskatchewan Association of Rural 

Municipalities) conventions, answering questions and touting the value of community libraries in 

Saskatchewan. Attendance at the SK Public Libraries booth was noticeably high at both conventions, and 

the municipal responses hearteningly positive overall. Wapiti plans to continue this effort at future 

conventions.  
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Wapiti participated in the Saskatchewan Public Libraries Engagement in late 2018. Wapiti hosted the 

touring panel in December for a cordial and thoughtful exchange, and submitted a substantial document 

as part of the Engagement process. Wapiti remains hopeful that the Ministry of Education and the 

Provincial Library and Literacy Office will hear and act upon the concerns raised and suggestions made 

ōȅ ƻǳǊ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ 
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SYSTEM REPORTS ς 
WHEATLAND REGIONAL 
LIBRARY 
 
One of our focus points for 2018 was to increase the programming we offer for patrons.   Wheatland 
Regional Library branches held over 2425 programs attended by over 42294 patrons.  This was an 
increase of more than 15,000 patrons!  One of our focus points for 2018 was to increase the 
programming we offer for patrons.  Summer was a busy time for many of our branches as they 
participated in the Summer Reading Game.  This summer we had just under 2500 kids participate in the 
Summer Reading Program at all 45 of our branches.  Five of our branches were delighted to host Curtis 
{ǘǊŀǳǎǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ /ǳǊǘƛǎ ƛǎ aŀƎƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƻǳǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
program, we also held an Adult Summer Reading Challenge. The winner walked away with a bag of 
Wheatland swag and a gift card to McNally Robinson. We are excited for this upcoming year and are 
working on adding new programming kits for our branches and refreshing some of our older kits with 
new materials.   
 
²ƘŜŀǘƭŀƴŘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴΩǎ 
Public Library Engagement, hosting a session with the panel on December 1st. After discussions with our 
regional representatives, the Executive Committee expressed the concerns of our region to the panel.  
We were happy to see the report come out so quickly and hope that the Government uses the report 
and the information gathered in a productive manner that strengthens not only the regional system but 
the one card, one province system that we have all come to rely on. 
 
In the fall, we launched our new 3D printer.  The printer has been travelling around to schools and local 
library branches to give our residents a chance to see it up close.  The ability to submit and receive a 3D 
printed object is also available to any patron with a Wheatland Regional Library Card. 
 
²Ŝ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ άōǳōōƭŜέ ŦŀŎǘǎΦ  {ƻƳŜ 
interesting tidbits about 2018: 

¶ Our circulation increased by almost 30,000 

¶ We had 7 branches increase their circulation by over 20% 

¶ We had 98,209 checkouts on Library2Go 

¶ Our patrons borrowed over $9 million worth of physical materials 

¶ Our vans drove over 159,000km this year and our oldest van hit 600,000km! 
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MULTITYPE LIBRARY BOARD 
AND PROVINCIAL LIBRARY 
AND LITERACY OFFICE 

 

1. Provincial Budget: 

¶ Provincial funding for public libraries increased by $128,000 to $11.2 million in 2019-20, 
which includes $8.379 million for resource sharing, and $2.84 million for other services and 
infrastructure, including internet connectivity (CommunityNet); and the Single Integrated 
Library System. 

¶ The 2019-20 provincial budget also includes $1.014 million to support Ministry of Education 
literacy initiatives, including support for the Family Literacy Hub program, and funding for 
over 20 summer literacy camps in eight school divisions. 

 
2. Public Libraries: 

¶ In the fall of 2018, the Government of Saskatchewan completed a series of engagement 
sessions with representatives from the public library systems and stakeholders. Terry 
Dennis, Legislative Secretary to the Minister of Education, was asked to develop a report for 
the minister based on these engagement sessions. The report was then posted online for 
public comments. 

¶ Both the report and the public survey results are available here: 
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/public-consultations/past-consultations/report-
of-saskatchewan-public-libraries-engagement-survey 

 
3. Multitype:  

¶ The Multitype Library Board (MLB) Community Meeting was held on October 30, 2018 at 
Wanuskewin Heritage Park, near Saskatoon. The meeting was themed around the 
CFLA/FCAB Truth and Reconciliation Report and Recommendations http://cfla -
cab.ca/wpcontent/uploads/2017/04/Truth-andReconciliation-Committee-Report-
andRecommendations.pdf. The day included the official Signing Ceremony of the Strategic 
Alliance between Saskatchewan Public Libraries and the Office of the Treaty Commissioner.  

¶ Representatives of the MLB met with the provincial public library engagement panel in 
November, 2018, and shared with the panel the response that was developed at the 
October board meeting.  

¶ The Multitype Database Licensing Program (MDLP) Planning and Development Committee 
(PDC) was formed in April 2018 to oversee the program and complete projects to further 
the current program renewal. Between June 2018 and March 2019 the PDC: 
o Created a terms of reference for the Committee; 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/public-consultations/past-consultations/report-of-saskatchewan-public-libraries-engagement-survey
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/public-consultations/past-consultations/report-of-saskatchewan-public-libraries-engagement-survey
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcfla-cab.ca%2Fwpcontent%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F04%2FTruth-andReconciliation-Committee-Report-andRecommendations.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CBrenda.Dougherty%40gov.sk.ca%7Cdbaaa679aaa74918211f08d6bdd3062d%7Ccf4e8a24641b40d2905e9a328b644fab%7C0%7C0%7C636905111363637601&sdata=fPH93TSiAQYMyK8ykLuF%2BCaIjmkt0KG6roPBAkri1Bc%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcfla-cab.ca%2Fwpcontent%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F04%2FTruth-andReconciliation-Committee-Report-andRecommendations.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CBrenda.Dougherty%40gov.sk.ca%7Cdbaaa679aaa74918211f08d6bdd3062d%7Ccf4e8a24641b40d2905e9a328b644fab%7C0%7C0%7C636905111363637601&sdata=fPH93TSiAQYMyK8ykLuF%2BCaIjmkt0KG6roPBAkri1Bc%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcfla-cab.ca%2Fwpcontent%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F04%2FTruth-andReconciliation-Committee-Report-andRecommendations.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CBrenda.Dougherty%40gov.sk.ca%7Cdbaaa679aaa74918211f08d6bdd3062d%7Ccf4e8a24641b40d2905e9a328b644fab%7C0%7C0%7C636905111363637601&sdata=fPH93TSiAQYMyK8ykLuF%2BCaIjmkt0KG6roPBAkri1Bc%3D&reserved=0
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o Revised the program principles; 
o Formalized the MDLP decision making process; 
o Established a communication plan; and, 
o Researched and assessed core structure models for partner consideration. 
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2019 BUDGET 
 

 
 
 
 

Saskatchewan Library Trustees' Association

Budget - January 1 - December 31, 2019

Budget 2018 Actual 2018 Variance 2018 Budget 2019

Revenue

Transfer in From Surplus $3,920.31 $3,920.31 $0.00 $4,255.00

GIC/Donations $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Institutional Memberships $26,000.00 $26,486.85 $486.85 $22,900.00

Individual Memberships and Donations $150.00 $70.00 -$80.00 $70.00

Grants (Provincial Library and Literacy Office) $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $0.00 $1,000.00

Interest Earned $90.00 $90.00 $0.00 $90.00

Total Revenue $31,160.31 $31,567.16 $406.85 $28,315.00

$0.00

Expenditures $0.00

Financial Review $400.00 $385.54 -$14.46 $400.00

Bank Charges $75.00 $46.20 -$28.80 $50.00

Executive Director Contract Fees $15,600.00 $15,600.00 $0.00 $15,600.00

Executive Director Expenses $250.00 $0.00 -$250.00 $0.00

Executive Expenses $0.00

Spring Meeting (Teleconference) $3,500.00 $3,362.48 -$137.52 $0.00

Fall Meeting $750.00 $3,557.60 $2,807.60 $3,500.00

AGM $500.00 $450.00 -$50.00 $500.00

SUMA/SARM $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Life Member Award $750.00 $275.00 -$475.00 $0.00

Minister's Brief $1,500.00 $1,046.08 -$453.92 $1,500.00

Newsletter/Annual Report $2,500.00 $1,949.71 -$550.29 $2,000.00

Office Supplies and Services $1,250.00 $661.71 -$588.29 $1,000.00

Postage $500.00 $119.72 -$380.28 $250.00

Promotion/Advocacy  $1,000.00 $1,523.25 $523.25 $1,000.00

Web Maintenance $1,000.00 $901.89 -$98.11 $1,000.00

Member Education/SLA $1,500.00 $1,265.00 -$235.00 $500.00

Corporate Registry $25.00 $15.00 -$10.00 $15.00

Trustee Development $250.00 $407.98 $157.98 $1,000.00

Total Expenditures $31,350.00 $31,567.16 $217.16 $28,315.00

Net Profit/(Loss) $0.00

Total Surplus Remaining $1,238.02

*Institutional Membership do not include Palliser's or Prince Albert's or RPL's or Southeast's membership fees.

*The SLTA has one $10,000.00 GIC with the Royal Bank of Canada.
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2018 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
 
 
 

GWO Bookkeeping Service 
16 Bannister Ave 
Regina, Sask. S4R 5K9 
Ph: 306-539-6815 Fax: 306-924-2936 
mark@doumar.ca 
 

 
 
 

 
February 19, 2019 
 
 
 
 
Attached please find the SLTA 20187 Financial Statements.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email or call me (306-533-3389).  
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
Polly 
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BALANCE SHEET AS OF 
DECEMBER 2018 
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PROFIT AND LOSS WITH YEAR 
TO DATE ς JANUARY 2018 
THROUGH DECEMBER 2018 

 
 




