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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 
SLTA met with the Library Engagement Panel Nov. 28 at 2.30 

PM at the PLLO building at 409 Park Street West in Regina.  In 

the interests of saving money, the Presenters agreed that they 

would drive in on the 28th and save the costs of accommodation.  

Our plans went slightly awry; Donna was called away on family 

business; the roads were terrible and I had to turn back but was 

able to participate in the presentation via speaker phone, so 

Dennis presented our document on our behalf (with Sharonôs 

participation.) 

 

We  emphasized the major points of our prepared document; namely: 

 

¶ We expected the role of the government to be the manager, protector and funder of 

the 1 library-1 card concept. 

¶ Our library system was the leading edge of library services in Canada. We are to 

library services what Medicare is to Medical services in Canada.  

¶ Regional offices are the foundation of the SILS network. It is therefore crucial that 

these regions be funded adequately.  While we appreciate that there are many     

demands on the government for funding, Library costs make up a very small part of 

the total budget and we provide many services for the public. The government gets 

very good value for the money. 

¶ We appreciate the fact that there have been no major cuts in funding but 0%        

increases are in fact a cut due to inflation.  

¶ Library costs have been increasingly funded by municipal levies and we have 

reached the point that they are unwilling to pay any further costs. 

¶ We expect the role of PLLO to be an advocate for the 1 libraryï1 card system. We 

expect them to provide the Minister with up to date, accurate, non partisan         

information about what libraries do for the province and what the ACTUAL costs of 

providing those services are. We further expect PLLO to provide the Minister with 

feedback on the consequences of decisions concerning libraries (e.g. what the     

consequences would be to the library system with a 60% funding cut). 

¶ We expressed disappointment with the narrow focus of the engagement process.  We 

pointed out when the process was first mentioned, the focus was to seek public input 

about the Library System. This has since narrowed to a review of Library Act. We 

also expressed disappointment that the general public were not included to any 

degree in the consultation. 

 

As stated earlier, we presented all the points in the document but we felt the above were 

the critical ones. The Panel was courteous and welcoming. They listened and took        

copious notes.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

President Sharon Armstrong 
(Parkland Regional Library) 
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Lakeland Library Region is bustling about with numerous activities at our branches.  Our Winter Reading Club is off to a fine start.      

Recognizing that food security for many is a year-round struggle, Lakeland is helping restock post-Christmas food bank shelves,           

supplementing our popular Winter Reading Program with a ñFood for Finesò component, allowing patrons the opportunity to settle their 

library accounts with non-perishable food items, or to simply make a donation at their local branch, the logistics of which would be      

impossible if it werenôt for our regular weekly delivery schedule that ensures all of our 32 branches are paid a visit. 

The new Saskatchewan Hospital has opened, and with it, the patients have a new library facility to call their own. The new facility boasts 

many of IFLAôs (International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions) recommended functionality guidelines, with a           

wonderful view that allows natural light, promoting a relaxed atmosphere that the patients need as they continue their rehabilitation.  

Discussions are ongoing as we continue working towards improving the library so that it meets permanent patients at their point of need 

while also meeting the need of patients who draw closer to achieving their mental health goals. A fully integrated library, patients,        

clinicians, and staff alike have the opportunity to take advantage of our enviable province-wide system in meeting their resource needs. 

In December, the Saskatchewan Government released its Report of Saskatchewan Public Libraries Engagement. Links to the online 

follow-up public survey were accessible through our website and our Twitter and Facebook accounts (as well as the Facebook accounts of 

many of our local libraries). Patrons using our public computers were also notified of the surveyôs availability. Posters were distributed to 

all of our branches shortly after the online survey was made available. Though use of public computers to complete the survey was      

promoted, print-modified paper versions were also made available.  

Battleford author L.J. Nelson has published an empowering memoir entitled That is not me: A journey of Perception. The author       

continues promoting her experience through readings and autograph sessions throughout Lakeland and the province, meeting with good 

attendance at even our smallest of libraries. Lakeland has also put together a book-club-in-a-bag with author-derived discussion        

questions. 

Last, our year at Lakeland began as it ended ï with new rotating blocks being sent to branches for our 
patrons to enjoy. Housed at Headquarters, seasonal materials are now being rotated monthly, ensuring 
variety to our branches, ease of marketing, and modest improvements to overall storage capacity. The 
popularity of CDs for our patrons was also noticed as we regularly observed the quantity of CDs coming 
through Headquarters to satisfy patron holds, resulting in the creation of a music block that will be     
increasing in size throughout the year. 

2019 SASKATCHEWAN LIBRARY               
ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 

LAKELAND 

The 2019 Saskatchewan Library Association Conference will be 

held May 2-3, 2019 at the Hilton Garden Inn Downtown                

Saskatoon, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.  

For more information please 

visit: https://saskla.ca/

programs/2019-conference. 

  н 
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WHEATLAND 

  о 

PARKLAND 

Parkland Regional Library had another successful year in 2018!  We circulated over 293,465          
materials amongst our branches and our website views and hits continue to soar.  HOOPLA was our 
most popular resource where our patrons have access to movies, audiobooks, e-books, music and 
graphic novels.  Our music streaming service from Freegal is another very popular e-resource for 
our patrons. 

Parkland Regional Library hosted over 1177 programs in our branches with 17,891 patrons in         
attendance! 

We expanded our makerspace collection in 2018 and it continues to be popular with our branch 
staff who use it for programming.  We will continue to add to that collection in 2019.  We purchased 
public performance rights to several movies which were shown in the branches and `Movie Day in 
the Library` is becoming a popular event for in-service days. 

We purchased a collection of VOX readers and they have been extremely 
popular with our families with young children in contributing to their 
early literacy.  We will continue to expand this collection. 

We are looking forward to 2019! 

In 2018, Wheatland Regional Library branches held over 2425 programs attended by over 42294 
patrons!  One of our focus points for 2018 was to increase the programming we offer for patrons.  
We succeeded in this with over 15,000 more patrons attending almost 2500 programs!  We are 
excited for this upcoming year and are working on adding new programming kits for our 
branches and refreshing some of our older kits with new materials.   
 
Wheatland Regional Libraryôs Executive Committee took part in the Government of                  
Saskatchewanôs Public Library Engagement, hosting a session with the panel on December 1st. 
After discussions with our regional representatives, the Executive Committee expressed the   
concerns of our region to the panel.  We were happy to see the report come out so quickly and 
hope that the Government uses the report and the information gathered in a productive manner 
that strengthens not only the regional system but the one card, one province system that we 
have all come to rely on. 
 
For 2019, Wheatland Regional Library has made advocacy a priority.  We have a number of      
initiatives planned to raise awareness of the library system with all our different levels of        
government.  Another area Wheatland Regional Library Executive will be focusing on this year is 
the Canadian Federation of Library Associationsô Truth and Reconciliation Report and              
Recommendations.  Our first step is to identify how Wheatland will be responding to the OTC 
Strategic Alliance and continued work with the Saskatchewan Committee for Indigenous Library 
Services to bring further educational opportunities for our 
branch staff and patrons.  February marks Saskatchewan        
Aboriginal Storytelling month and we are excited to bring out a 
new storyteller to two communities this year.  Randy Morin will 
be sharing traditional stories with students in Kerrobert and 
Allan. 



LIBRARY          
SUCCESS         
STORIES 

 
We are looking for 
more library success 
stories for the new 
page on our website. 

 
Do you have a great 
story about some way 
your library has      
affected a patronôs 
future, a service or 
resource that has    
really made a           

difference, or friendly 
helpðjust when it 
was needed the 

most? 
 

We encourage you to 
share. Please visit 
http://slta.ca/
advocacy/story-
submission 

to upload your story. 
 
 
 

 

IF YOU RECEIVED THIS 
NEWSLETTER BY       
REGULAR POST BUT 
CAN SUPPLY AN EMAIL 
ADDRESS PLEASE    
CONTACT NANCY     
KENNEDY AT THE     
ADDRESS BELOW. 

NANCY KENNEDY,          
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
79 MAYFAIR CRESCENT 

REGINA, SK  S4S 5T9 
 
TEL: (306)584-2495  
FAX: (306)585-1473 

 
EMAIL: 

NJK@SASKTEL.NET 

 

A person who does not read has no advantage over the person who can 

not read. This thought is still as relevant today as when Mark Twain said 

it long ago.  There are 3 essential life skills that every parent needs to 

ensure that their children learn: literacy skills, numeracy skills,        

problem-solving skills. 

 
A parentôs own life skills play a large part in influencing the life skills that they teach their     

children, especially before a child starts school. More than 50% of Canadians have low literacy 

and numeracy skills that are far below high school equivalency and profoundly affect their abil-

ity to function at work and in their personal lives (Skills in Canada, Statistics Canada, 2013).  

Low-income Canadian families who currently receive the maximum Canada Child Benefit will 

be randomly selected by the Government of Canada to participate in a Connecting Families 

Initiative.  Home internet service for $10 per month and free refurbished desktop computers 

will be offered to select low-income families from November 2018 to March 2022.  Selected 

eligible families will receive a letter in the mail from the Government of Canada, inviting them 

to take part in the initiative. For everyone else, free access to the Internet is available any time 

at all local public libraries.  

 
That said, what should be in a typical Saskatchewan familyôs life skills toolkit today?  Here are 

some ideas to spark your interest.  Before any child starts school, they need to learn vocabulary.  

One of the best ways a child can learn vocabulary is to be read to out loud.  Listening to        

favourite stories read by a parent, grandparent or older sibling is also a great way for a child to 

increase reading comprehension and develop a life-long love of reading before they begin 

school.  Our public libraries have a wonderful selection of new and old favourite stories for 

children.  We recently purchased a wonderful new collection of childrenôs books in French.   

 
Numeracy skills and problem-solving skills are also learned.  A delightful new counting book for 

children is available at all 31 branches of Chinook Regional Library.  You Can Count on the 

Prairies by Leila J. Olfert was published in 2018 by Your Nickelôs Worth Publishing in Regina.  

After reading this book with young children, counting grain bins just might become the         

favourite backseat car game of 2019 in southwest Saskatchewan!   

 
You can order a copy of You Can Count on the Prairies anytime from 
the library with the free SILS app that you can download onto your 
smartphone.  The SILS mobile app can be downloaded onto your    
Android 5.1 or newer smart phone from the Google Play Store or from 
the Apple Store onto your IOS 10.2 or newer iphone.  Once the SILS 
app has been downloaded on your personal device, sign in with your 
library card number and PIN.  Ask your local librarian for assistance if 
you need help setting up your library app. 
 
Keeping on a grain bin theme, making math problems relevant for older students teaches them 

real problem-solving skills that will last a lifetime.  How can you figure out how many bushels of 

grain will fit into a grain bin is a realistic question for any older math student in Saskatchewan 

to learn to solve.   

 
The 20th Anniversary of Family Literacy Day will be celebrated on 27 January 2019.  This yearôs 

theme is ñTake 20ò, which encourages families to take 20 minutes per day to make learning 

together part of their daily routines.  Family learning includes art, music, technology, reading, 

spelling, math, dance and second languages.  

Each year, in partnership with Southwest Literacy Committee, Chinook Regional Library,     

Chinook School Division, Family Resource Centre, Newcomer Welcome Centre, Great Plains 

College and Southwest Crisis Services have planned several events to celebrate Family Literacy 

Day throughout southwest Saskatchewan.   

This yearôs theme for Family Literacy Day is Be a Read-a-saurus Rex! And Dr. Emily Bamforth 

from the T.rex Discovery Centre in Eastend, SK will read from Danger, Dinosaurs! By Frieda 

Wishinsky, published in 2007 by Owlkids Books, and talk about how family literacy helped her 

become a paleontologist.   

Events will be held on Thursday, 31 January in the library in Swift Current and Friday, 1       

February in the libraries in Ponteix and Shaunavon. On Thursday, 31 January, Jon Bowie, a 

cowboy poet and rancher from the Great Sand Hills, will also read at the library in Maple Creek. 

Great Plains College in Swift Current will also be hosting a family literacy evening on Thursday, 

31 January for English language learners and their families.  

In closing, we hope you can find 20 minutes a day for family learning in 2019!     

CHINOOK 

п 
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SLTA is looking for support from local library boards. We would also suggest buying an 

individual SLTA membership for your Mayor, and/or members of councils as a way to show 

support for libraries. Your support can help us help libraries! 

If you would like more information please contact your regionôs SLTA representative. 

Name_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________ 

E-mail________________________________________________________ 

Region________________________________________________________ 

Library________________________________________________________ 

Please remit the completed membership form along with $10.00 payment to SLTA        

Executive Director, 79 Mayfair Crescent, Regina, SK, S4S 5T9. Thank you for your       sup-

port! 

*Each region pays the membership for trustees on their regional board. This form is for         

members of local boards or anyone else who wishes to become a member of the SLTA.  

Winter is always 

an exciting and 

busy time for the 

PNLS. 

The PNLS Northern Reading program, which runs through January 

and February, features community reading challenges, bulletin board 

design contests,   writing contests by grade level, an annual tour, and 

more.  This yearôs theme was ñElders Share Stories, Language and 

Cultureò. 

The Community of La Loche was the winner of this yearôs NRP       

reading challenge, and will be celebrated as the 2019 Readingest 

Community of Northern Saskatchewan in an event later this winter.  

The Grade 2s and 3s of Twin Lakes Community School in Buffalo 

Narrows were the winners of this yearôs bulletin board contest.  The 

writing contest entries have all been collected and are in the process 

of being judged by a panel, with all entries to be later compiled into 

our annually-published writing contest compilation.  

The 2019 Northern Reading Program Tour, which will feature        

childrensô performer Mr. Mark, has been postponed due to weather 

and vehicle conditions and will be rescheduled for later this year.  We 

look forward to bringing this entertaining show to our member      

communities on the east side of the region. 

The other major highlight of the winter is our Northern Saskatchewan 

Archives Open House, which was held this year on Tuesday, February 

5th.  85 attendees braved the -35ÁC (before windchill!) weather to view 

brand-new Northern Saskatchewan Archives displays on the history 

and culture of the region.   

The event also featured a presentation by author and historian Sid 

Robinson, 25 binders of digitized archival photographs, a 1980 video 

of the Northern Saskatchewan Summer Games and Cultural Festival, 

and an address by PNLS Chairperson Darlene Morin.  School tour 

groups and visitors over the next two days brought the overall total to 

105 participants.  Coverage of the event appeared in MBC, La Ronge 

Now, and Opportunity North.  We thank everyone for their             

participation, and look forward to another successful Archives Day 

next year. 

Finally, we are 

pleased to     

announce that 

the PNLS      

Executive            

Committee has 

selected         

Saturday, March 

30th, 2019 as the 

date for this 

yearôs PNLS 

Annual General 

Meeting (AGM).  

We look forward 

to welcoming 

our trustees 

from all over 

northern      

Saskatchewan. 

 

SLTA INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP 

PNLS 

  р 

PROVINCIAL            

LIBRARY AND        

LITERACY OFFICE 

For a copy of the most recent report 

please see:  

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/

government/public-consultations/

report-of-saskatchewan-public-

libraries-engagement-survey. 



Programs & Services 

¶ We are preparing for a system-wide implementation of RFID self-checkout.  

¶ We are in the process of developing a new public website to launch in 2019.  

¶ The Board approved a renovation project of Rusty Macdonald Branch beginning April 2019.  

¶ Affinity Credit Union donated hundreds of mitts and hats to support our Cold Weather Strategy initiative.  

¶ A partnership between Remai Modern and SPL has been signed to loan passes to an upcoming show through SPL.  

¶ Our holiday campaign, Seasonôs Readings was successful. Patrons were invited to ñread, feed & be merry.ò They decorated 
our Christmas trees with ornaments containing the titles of their favourite books, left donations for the Food Bank & Learn-
ing   Centre, and won books daily on Instagram.  

SASKATOON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

  с 

We are very excited to have launched several new makerspace kits this winter. 

Circuit Scribes allow your creativity to merge with science as you build exciting 

circuits using conductive pens, magnetic modules, and paper. Similar to LEGO, 

KôNex are designed to move fun-powered imaginations of children forward by 

STEAMagination click-by-click. Spheros are spherical robots capable of rolling 

around, and controlled by a smartphone or tablet. Lastly, we are thrilled to offer a new, unique kit ï light       

therapy lamps. Light therapy lamps are designed to mimic spring and summer light levels as a way to treat the 

ówinter bluesô or seasonal affective disorder (SAD), a type of depression with symptoms that include fatigue, 

lethargy, anxiety, weight gain, and sleep disorders. These lamps can be costly so we have created kits to provide 

our patrons the opportunity to use them in their local branches.  

Southeast was honoured to be part of the Strategic Alliance Signing Ceremony implemented by the                  

Saskatchewan Committee on Indigenous Library Services (SCILS). The treaty was signed at Wanuskewin      

Heritage Park between the eleven Provincial Public Library Systems and the Office of the Treaty Commissioner 

(OTC). The strategic alliance aims to improve the library services in Saskatchewan for First Nations, Metis and 

Inuit people, developing practices to address barriers faced by Indigenous people accessing public library       

services. By joining this alliance, the public library systems will provide treaty awareness and education to    

public library patrons, boards, trustees, and staff.  

Our strategic plan has been approved and we have started working on promoting our great region. Be on the 

lookout for advertising that incorporates our new tagline óSoutheast Regional Library, not the library you       

rememberô. We have also relaunched our YouYube channel with new promotions and several branch videos. We 

are currently posting 5-6 videos per month and weôd love for you to check them out next time you are using the 

site!  

Southeast was once again invited to a Noon Yearôs Eve party at the Saskatchewan Science Center on December 

31.  Staff spent the afternoon showing families our various makerspace kits and promoting our library services. 

Over 750 people attended the event which was a great opportunity to provide exposure to our 

branches.   

 

From all of us at Southeast    
Regional Library, Happy New 
Year!       

   

                      Headquarter Staff 

SOUTHEAST 



2018 saw a great deal of change at Wapiti Regional Library, with the City of Prince Albert finally exiting our regional 
library system. While this exit means a substantive loss of provincial grant funding to Wapiti, that financial loss has 
been anticipated and planned for since 2015, and the dividends for our region of a Prince Albert-free Wapiti far       
outweigh that financial loss. As previous Wapiti reports to SLTA and our quarterly newsletters and monthly news 
bites have repeatedly demonstrated, Wapiti continues its sixty-nine year tradition of exemplary library services for 
our communities. Operational improvements and service and programming innovations have never stopped and we 
are providing more and serving our communities better than ever before. 

2018 also saw the Saskatchewan Government ñPublic Library Engagement,ò which was the Ministry of Educationôs 
answer to promises of a public library consultation made during the 2017 Provincial Budget Crisis. Wapiti Executive 
Committee members and the Regional Director met with the provinceôs panel for the engagement process in           
December. The meeting was congenial, but also a very frank and probing discussion of the current state and future 
aspirations of not only Wapiti, but also regional libraries and our provinceôs public libraries as a whole. Like the rest of 
the province, Wapiti awaits the report that is supposed to be coming soon out of 
the engagement process, and which has been promised by the Ministry of           
Education to be made public.  

WAPITI 

  т 

¶ The Friends of the Library donated $30,000 to update the Teen area at 
Frances Morrison Central Library. 

¶ We launched the digital media service, Kanopy.  

¶ We changed the display of patronôs hold notifications to protect their priva-
cy.  

¶ Our popular ñBlind Date with a Bookò promotion is back for another year, 
Feb 1-14.  

¶ Weôre preparing for Aboriginal Storytelling Month in February.  

¶ Our Book Club in a Bag service is changing March 1 to make the service easier for patrons to use.  

¶ SPL participated in a CULC initiative to advocate for eContent for libraries through publishers.  

¶ We have continued to grow our STEAM program offerings.  

¶ Weôre moving into phase 2 of our WiFI hotspot lending program.  

¶ We are subscribing to a product called Niche Academy. The product provides instruction on how to use our online products by 
device type. We will make the product available to staff and the public.  

¶ We have formed a partnership with STC, OTC, CUMFI and the City of Saskatoon to create an indigenous oral history collection. 
 

Governance 

¶ We continue to work with KPMG on our new central library business case.  

¶ We released a ñWhat We Heard Reportò based on the results of our public engagement on the new central library.  https://
saskatooncentrallibrary.ca/what-we-heard-report.  

¶ We continue to negotiate the collective agreement with our union. 

¶ We released an updated Safe Use & Code of Conduct Bylaw. 

¶ SPL met with the Provincial Government regarding the provincial libraries consultation in October 2018.  

¶ The Public Library Directors in Saskatchewan signed a strategic alliance with the Office of the Treaty Commissioner. The alli-
ance commits public libraries to improve services to indigenous patrons and communities. 
 

Leadership & Staff 

¶ We have begun working on SPLôs Community-Led Service Philosophy. 

¶ The training program for library service associates is underway and employees are completing their course work. 

¶ We are offering Mental Health First Aid training to employees. 

¶ We introduced an Employee Engagement Vertical Team.  

¶ Our Director, Public Services and Director, Corporate Services and Facilities are both presenting topics at the Ontario Libraries 

SASKATOON PUBLIC LIBRARY CONTINUED... 

https://saskatooncentrallibrary.ca/what-we-heard-report
https://saskatooncentrallibrary.ca/what-we-heard-report


YOUR SLTA 

STRIVES TO: 

¶ Promote and foster the 

development of libraries 

and library services in 

Saskatchewan. 

¶ Provide for exchange of 

ideas and experiences 

among library board     

members through            

conferences and               

publications. 

¶ Assist members by          

understanding their       

responsibilities as library 

trustees. 

¶ Cooperate with               

associations of library 

trustees outside the       

province. 

¶ Seek improvements and 

foster necessary changes in 

the legislation affecting 

Saskatchewan libraries. 

¶ Work in close cooperation 

with the Saskatchewan 

Library Association. 

Contributions are            

welcome. Please send    

suggestions for articles, 

photos, and stories to 

njk@sasktel.net. 

Visit SLTA on the web at 

www.slta.ca 
Chinook Region 
Gail Beuhler  
Frontier 
Email: gail.beuhler@gmail.com 
Tel: (306)296-4449 
 
Lakeland Region 
Dennis Taylor (Vice-President)    
Hafford 
Email:  
dennis.taylor@littleloon.ca 
Tel: (306)549-2165 
 
PNLS 
Darlene Morin  
Pelican Narrows 
Email: morindar@sasktel.net 
Tel:  

Parkland Region 
Sharon Armstrong (President) 
Wynyard 
Email: 
town.office.wynyard@sasktel.net 
Tel: (306)554-3391 
 
Saskatoon Public Library 
John Thronberg 
Email:  
j.thronberg@saskatoonlibrary.ca 
Tel:  
 
Southeast Region 
Donna Hartley (Treasurer)
Ogema 
Email: dhartley@sasktel.net 
Tel: (306)459-2718 

Wapiti Region 
Leslee Serack  
Nipawin 
Email: lesleeserack@gmail.com 
Tel: (306)862-8520 
 
Wheatland Region 
Steve Allen  
Luseland 
Email: sallen@sasktel.net 
Tel: (306)372-4647 

YOUR SLTA BOARD MEMBERS 

The Annual General Meeting of the SLTA will be held during the 

2019 SLA Conference Friday, May 3, 2019, from 9:30 to 10:00 am., 

Hilton Garden Inn Downtown Saskatoon, Saskatoon, SK. The 

AGM is open to all members of the SLTA regardless if they 

are attending the conference or not. 

Resolutions shall be presented only by library trustees who are     

active members of the Association. Resolutions shall be sent to the 

SLTA Resolutions Committee Chair in writing at least one month 

prior to the Annual General Meeting. Resolutions may be presented 

at the Annual General Meeting on any matter with the approval of       

two-thirds (2/3) of the trustees in attendance. The resolutions from 

the floor must be in writing and ready for distribution at the Annual 

General Meeting.  

Please forward resolutions to: Nancy Kennedy, Executive Director, 

SLTA, 79 Mayfair Crescent, Regina, SK  S4S 5T9. 

NOTICE OF AGM AND CALL FOR                
RESOLUTIONS 


