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AGM & Conference Highlights

The SLTA AGM was held on Friday, May 7 in Regina during the SLA Conference.
Fifteen members and seven guests were in attendance. President, Councillor Bev
Dubois presided and welcomed all in attendance. A new member for Regina Public
Library, Gerald Kleisinger, has been appointed to the SLTA executive.

Treasurer Kae Campbell presented the financial review engagement report for 2009
and budget for 2010. In 2009, expenses exceeded income by $3361. The budget
for 2010 totals $33,595. Cash on hand at December 31 was $9291 in addition to
two GICs totalling $20,000.

Current executive members all let their names stand for re-election to their
positions. No other nominations were received. Your 2010/2011 Executive includes
President, Councillor Bev Dubois, Vice President Dennis Taylor and Treasurer Kae
Campbell. Executive Director Wendy Thienes has been appointed as Secretary and
has been contracted to serve as the Executive Director again in 2010/2011.

The Minutes of the AGM and annual report featuring the President’s Message, 2009
Highlights, Regional Reports and Reports from the Provincial Library & Literacy
Office and Multitype Library Board, along with the review engagement report can
be found on the SLTA website.

PLEASE NOTE- THE SLTA WEBSITE HAS
MOVED TO:

www.libraries.gov.sk.ca/slta

Please visit us today and bookmark our new
location!

Once again the SLTA presented trustee education
sessions at the conference (see page 2) and presented an
Honorary Life Membership to Mark Williment from PNLS
(page 3). We also had our public library display at the
trade show where we were able to distribute copies of “A
Book in Every Hand” to those in attendance. The display
is available to our members for their use. Please see the
website for details or call Wendy at 297-6368.

The SLTA appreciates the efforts by the Saskatchewan :
Libraries Association in organizing the conference and is  chinook Executive Member. Anne
pleased to be a partner with them in its planning. Anderson, jigs with the Riel Reelers
during the conference banquet
entertainment
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Trustee Education

The SLTA sponsored two education sessions at the SLA conference again this
year. The first was a session facilitated by Executive Director, Wendy
Thienes, and was in the format of a Sharing Circle. Feedback provided will
assist the SLTA in planning future Trustees Education sessions. Three
guestions were posed to the group:

Spotlight on

1) What is the biggest challenge for your library system?
- getting a new, Central library
- finding time to do your job as a board member
- finding help and funding
- finding information as a new board member
- building a sense of collegiality, finding consensus
- process to include more Aboriginal employees
- funding for staffing
- finding suitable applicants for Library Director vacancy

2) What training do you feel is necessary for library trustees?
- financial reports
- board member liability
- roles and responsibilities
- knowing which “hat” to wear at the board table
- advocacy, public relations
- preserve trustee time for “big” issues
- structure of the public library system
- risk management

3) What skills should library trustees possess?
communication & listening; open to change; time; knowledge; passion; ability to prioritize; confidence;
dedication; flexibility; creative thinking/solutions; willingness to learn; mix of skills within the board; mix of
male/female; multicultural members; financial & legal; building project management; involvement with
libraries

Our second session was facilitated by Dawn Martin
of Daybreak Consulting. The focus of Dawn’s
presentation was governance, and it received very
favourable reviews from those in attendance.

A PowerPoint summary is available on our
website: www.libraries.gov.sk.ca/slta

Dawn Martin speaks to a group of delegates
during her Governance presentation at the 2010
SLA Conference

Page 2
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SLTA Honorary Life Member Award presented to Mark Williment of PNLS

Mark Williment appeared on the library scene in 1999 as
the Chairperson of the Dave O’Hara Community Library.
The Dave O’Hara Community Library is a school-housed
public library sharing the Ducharme building of the La
Loche Community School.

When Mark arrived in La Loche, a small Dene community,
he had a rude awakening — not one of his grade-four
students had any books at home. Clearly, La Loche’s
challenge was to improve literacy in a town where many of
the students enter school speaking little English. As former
assistant principal and public library chairperson, Mark
made literacy his priority.

Mark organized a Story Sack Workshop, and got Family

SLTA President, Councillor Bev Dubois, presents Mark Williment with LiteraCy nghtS started. Come Read W|th Me programs

his Honorary Life Member Award at the 2010 SLA Conference Banquet  Were held once a week. Every fa m|Iy that attended

on May 7 in Regina received a copy of the book that was read. There was a
follow-up activity that the parent and child did together.

Library Craft Night was also started, where participants read a story and did a related craft. Mark also

arranged to send community members to Family Literacy Training.

Other programs included “Cooking With Your Parent” nights, when parents and children make cookies
related to a book that was read together, such as Robert Munsch’s Cookies. One of the more innovative
programs he introduced was a literacy carnival held each spring and fall in the school. Classes are cancelled
fﬁr the afternoon and kids play games (for 25 cents a time) to win coupons to “buy” new books purchased for
the event.

Mark started a guided reading program in La Loche, which has been expanded to all Northern Lights School
Division schools. In acknowledgement of his hard work to improve literacy in his community, he received
several awards: Great Schools 2005: Passionate Principals (Today’s Parent Magazine); First school
administrator to receive the Saskatchewan Reading Council “Administrator’s Award” in 2003; and the
International Reading Association Exemplary Reading Program Award in 2004.

Mark has served on the SLN board for two terms including serving as
president. As Chairperson of the Public Library Board, Mark encouraged - PR v
the public library to be more active in the community. In 1999, he
represented Dave O’Hara on the Pahkisimon Nuye?3ah Library System
Board, sitting as an Executive Committee member, Human Resources
Development Committee member, International Indigenous Knowledge
Centre Subcommittee member, and Standards Subcommittee member.
This contribution led to him being elected as Vice Chairperson from 2003-
2005 and Chairperson in 2005, which he unfortunately had to resign when
he changed jobs. Mark was also an active member of the Saskatchewan
Library Trustees Association during this time.

Mark Williment continued as Chairperson of the Dave O’Hara Community
Library until he took his new position as superintendant of Northern Lights
School Division in 2005 and moved to La Ronge. In this new position he
continues to contribute to literacy focused efforts in strategic planning,
instructional improvement and community development and maintains
the public library focus that he gained in his experiences with Dave O’Hara
and PNLS. Mark still contributes his expertise to the overall goals of the
Library System as a member of the PNLS Standards Subcommittee and
International Indigenous Knowledge Centre Subcommittee. Mark is pictured here with his son, Kolbie,

nominator Lorna Black, wife Kerry and daughter
Page 3 Kaleigh
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Wapiti Regional Library Celebrates 60 Years!

vy - Wapiti Regional Library is bracing for a major transition in
Iibrﬁaries services in 2010 while simultaneously celebrating its
atChewan Saskatchewan 60" Anniversary this year.

CLIBRARY PUBLIC LIBRARY

At a recent official launch of SILS --- Saskatchewan’s Integrated
Library System --- Jan Smith, Director of Palliser Regional
Library, said “Saskatchewan public libraries are moving
towards a New Age in Library Service with a whole new level
of cooperation, accessibility, equity and the provision of a
common user experience to the citizens of Saskatchewan.”

|
~ v A\
0 branched

In October 2008 the Provincial Government committed $5.2
million over four years to SILS, including $1.3 million to assist
library boards with purchasing local computers. With SILS,
library users will have a “One Province, One Library Card”
experiences with faster and more equitable access to public
library services and materials, as a single library card from the
user’s home library can be used at any public library branch in
the province. Patron’s accounts will inform them of what
books they have out, when they are due, fines owing, the

| status of holds and even a list of all the books they have

d borrowed. Books will also be able to be renewed from home -
a definite asset for rural communities dealing with blizzards or
harvesting.

Mayor Jim Scarrow congratulating Maureen
McGirr for being selected as the new chairperson
for the board of Wapiti Regional Library.
Maureen is also the Wapiti representative to the
SLTA Executive. Congratulations Maureen!

As well as this latest renewal of the fundamentals of library co-
operation that have been the cornerstone of Saskatchewan’s
library system since the 1950’s, Wapiti is revisiting its past.

As the founding member of Saskatchewan’s regional library system, Wapiti Regional Library was the
brainchild of Marion Gilroy, a gifted professional librarian who came to Saskatchewan in 1946 as the
first Supervisor of Regional Libraries. Her task was to survey the province and recommend the area
where the first regional Library should be formed. This was the north central part of the province with
headquarters in Prince Albert --- the present Wapiti Regional Library.

Wapiti Regional Library was part of very modest early beginnings. Gilroy’s position was a difficult and
sometimes dangerous task, as few libraries existed in Saskatchewan at that time. She had to cope with
bitter Saskatchewan winters and gravel roads as she traveled around the province to persuade
municipal councilors with vivid memories of the Depression that libraries were not a frivolity.

In February 1947 the first large public meeting devoted to regional libraries was held in the Prince
Albert Council Chamber. Gilroy screened two films: the National Film Board’s Library on Wheels and a
film on the Rochester, N.Y. public library. After explaining how regional libraries operated and their
advantages, Mayor John M. Cuelenaere was very supportive of a regional library for Prince Albert and
district and local interest in Prince Albert was enthusiastic.

Cuelenaere helped Gilroy handle some of the toughest rural council meetings, some of whom were
outraged at the idea that tax money be spent for a library. In fact, no rural municipality in the region
would pay 37 cents a person out of taxes. As a result, the North Central Saskatchewan Regional Library
Committee put the problem before the Minister in charge of Libraries, Hon. Woodrow Lloyd who
agreed to pay half of the annual operating cost of the service to rural municipalities. Incidentally, upon
her death in 1983, Marion Gilroy, bequeathed $200,000 to Wapiti Regional Library. In 1967, John M.

Page 4
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Cuelenaere bequeathed $100,00 for the construction of a
new public library in Prince Albert.

Gilroy and Cuelenaere approached Tommy Douglas about
using the soon to be vacant old Prince Albert Club and came
to favorable terms. Douglas’s response was to say that he
could not think of a better use for that building than to
become a library and it would eventually be used for both a
regional library headquarters and, as the Prince Albert Public
Library, the largest branch in the region, as it is to this day. :

In 1975, to celebrate the 25t Anniversary, the North Central
Saskatchewan Regional Library changed its name to Wapiti
Regional Library, which is Algonquin for “white tail” or elk. At
this time, the population served had grown to 107,346 and
the number of branch libraries had consolidated at 51. By
1985, public library service was available to 112,920 people
through 52 Wapiti Branches.

Norma Lovell of Gronlid Public Library receiving
her Branch of the Year Award for 2010
from past chairperson Eugene Matwishyn

As for the future of public libraries, it should be noted, as

stated by Saskatchewan’s Provincial Library’s web site, that a public library is so much more than the
provision of information, books and other media. The library will continue in its role of preserving and
conserving our cultural heritage; ironically, the need to maintain access to outdated technology and
electronic formats will likely be assumed by libraries.

Libraries will continue to offer a range of services not available elsewhere: interlibrary loans of hard to
find material; document delivery of specialized material from reports and serials; programs and
activities for seniors, children and groups with special needs. Professional librarians will provide subject
specialty expertise to researchers and information seekers. The library's ability to provide specialized
information retrieval and dissemination services will be increasingly essential in a knowledge-based
— Society.

The provision of barrier-free access to information, regardless of
economic circumstances, social status, and racial heritage, will continue
to be recognized as one of the cornerstones of a democratic society.

Libraries will continue to play an essential role as a filter against inferior
information products --- much of it in electronic format --- and an easily
accessible provider of reliable, high-quality sources of information.
Libraries will continue to support issues of dealing with censorship and
intellectual freedom. Finally, society will continue to have a fundamental
need for institutions that provide a social environment that is conducive
to study and learning, that provide a meeting place for discussion of
societal concerns and provide an opportunity for personal empowerment
through intellectual and emotional growth.

| Wapiti Regional Library’s participation in the SILS project guarantees that

Saskatchewan’s people will continue to participate in a dynamic, future-
focused library system that addresses their needs in the emerging digital
environment that we live in.

-Submitted by Roger Bakes, Assistant Director, Wapiti Regional Library

Darla Christianson of Naicam Public
Library receiving her Branch of the
Year Award
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WATE

INDIVIDUAL
SLTA MEMBERS

The SLTA encourages individual

membership in our Association.

A form is located on the back of
this newsletter.

Please clip it out and encourage
local board members, municipal
leaders and library supporters to

Joylene Campbell, Provincial Librarian, PNLS
Chairperson Ray Biberdorf and PNLS Library Director b ecome a mem be r to d ay '
Audrey Mark cut the cakes at the Anniversary celebration
held on April 30

Canada Post Library Book Rate

The Canada Post Library Book Rate is in jeopardy as it is due to expire in December 2010. The SLTA
sent a letter, on behalf of its members, to all Saskatchewan MPs, and the Federal Minister of
Transport, Infrastructure & Communities and the Federal Minister of Canadian Heritage & Official
Languages, in support of Bill C-509. Bill C-509 supports the continuation of the Library Book Rate.

Bill C-509 is a private member bill which was reintroduced in the House of Commons for a second
reading and debate on May 28, 2010. MPs of all parties spoke in favour of the bill.

You can watch the action at: http://parIvu.parI.gc.ca/ParIvvu/ContentEntit,yDetaiIView.aspx?
ContentEntityld=6209 Justclickona + A S g  Uakd\clbos€xlie Attedam. You will need to fast-
forward as the discussion starts at 3:12:00 on the video.

You can learn more about how to extend support for this bill by visiting the Canadian Library
Association’s webpage, where a link can be found to a Library Book Rate Advocacy Toolkit:
www.cla.ca

The SLTA will continue to advocate for support of this Bill.
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SLTA Board of Directors 2010/2011

CHINOOK REGION

Gail Beuhler, Frontier

Email: gailbeuhler@yahoo.com
Tel: 306-296-4449

LAKELAND REGION

Dennis Taylor (Vice President), Hafford
Email: dennis.taylor@littleloon.ca

Tel: 306-549-2165

PAHKISIMON NUYE?Ah

Lorna Black, Green Lake

Email: lorna_black@hotmail.com
Tel: 306-832-4547

PARKLAND REGION

Mayor Sharon Armstrong, Wynyard
Email: town.office.wynyard@sasktel.net
Tel: 306-554-3391

REGINA PUBLIC LIBRARY
Gerald Kleisinger
Email: kleisO1@sasktel.net
Tel: 306-586-0181

SASKATOON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Councillor Bev Dubois (President)
Email: bev.dubois@saskatoon.ca
Tel: 306-652-2576

SOUTHEAST REGION
Donna Hartley, Ogema
Email: dhartley@sasktel.net
Tel: 306-459-2718

WAPITI REGION
Maureen McGirr, Nipawin
Email: Imcgirr@sasktel.net
Tel: 306-862-5212

WHEATLAND REGION

Kae Campbell (Treasurer), Wilkie
Email: kaecampbell@sasktel.net
Tel: 306-843-2316

Page 7

Back Row: Joylene Campbell, Provincial Librarian; Mayor Sharon
Armstrong; Gail Beuhler; Wendy Thienes, Executive Director; Kae
Campbell (Treasurer); Donna Hartley.

Front Row: ; Councillor Bev Dubois, President; Dennis Taylor, Vice
President.

Missing: Lorna Black, Gerald Kleisinger, Maureen McGirr, Karen
Basky

MULTITYPE LIBRARY BOARD
Karen Basky, Moose Jaw
Email: k.basky@sasktel.net
Tel: 306-692-4808

PROVINCIAL LIBRARIAN -Joylene Campbell
Email: joylene.campbell@gov.sk.ca
Tel: 306-787-2972

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR-Wendy Thienes
Email: wendy.thienes@gmail.com
Tel: 306-297-6368
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Saskatchewan Library Trustees Association
Wendy Thienes, Executive Director

Box 573

Shaunavon, SK SON 2MO

Tel: 306-297-6368 Fax: 306-297-3668

E-Mail: wendy.thienes@gmail.com

WEBSITE: www.libraries.gov.sk.ca/slta

SLTA strives to:

Promote and foster the development of libraries and library services in Saskatchewan.

Provide for exchange of ideas and experiences among library board members through conferences and
publications.

Assist members by understanding their responsibilities as library trustees.

Cooperate with associations of library trustees outside the province.

Seek improvements and foster necessary changes in the legislation affecting Saskatchewan libraries.
Work in close cooperation with the Saskatchewan Library Association.

Meeting Communiqué-May 6 & 7, 2010

SLTA executive are planning a one day Strategic Planning session on September 10 in Saskatoon,
followed by their regular meeting on September 11.

Development of a policy manual will begin over the summer.

The Brief to the Minister will be drafted for review by systems in September. Issues of concern should
be addressed to your system rep (see page 7).

Councill or Bev Dubois has been appointed as the

The display booth has seen circulation in the Wapiti and PNLS regions, at the SUMA and SARM
conventions and at the Museums Association of Saskatchewan conference.
SLTA will forward letters to MPs in support of maintaining the Canada Post library rate.

SLTA is looking for support from local library boards. We would also suggest buying an individual SLTA
membership for your mayor and/or members of councils as a way to show support for libraries. Your support
can help us help libraries!

issues facing libraries and allows us to work together to achieve our common goals.

I f you would Iike more information please contact
at the above address. Also check our website at www.libraries.gov.sk.ca/slta for more information.

Name Address
E-mail Region
Library

*Each region pays the membership for regional board members. This form is for members of local
boards or anyone else who wishes to become members of the Saskatchewan Library Trustees

address. Thank you for your support!

Z Association . Please remit the completed membership form along with $10.00 payment to the above

Member ship provides each member with this newsletter,


http://www.lib.sk.ca/slta
http://www.lib.sk.ca/slta

